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THE 


NATURE ano DESIGN, .. 


HE wiſdom of mankind has for ſeveral ages 


been enquiring into the nature of man, and 

the nature of the world in which he is placed. 
The wants and miſeries of human nature, and 
the vanity. of worldly enjoyments, have made it 
difficult for the wiſeſt men to tell what human hap- 


pineſs was, or wherein it conſiſted. 


It has pleaſed the infinite goodneſs of God, to 


_ ſatisfy all our wants and enquiries by a revelation 


made to the world by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, * 
This revelation has laid open the great ſecrers of 
providence from the creation of the world, explained 
the preſent ſtate of things, and given man all the 
information that is neceſſary to quiet his anxieties, 


_ content him with his condition, and lead him ſafely 


to everlaſting g reſt and happineſs. 
It is now only neceſſary, that the 3 poor wil- 


dom of man do not exalt itſelf againſt God, that 


11 we 
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we ſuffer our eyes to be opened by him that made 
them, and our lives to be conducted by him, in 


whom ve live, move, and have our being. 


For light is now come into the world, if men are 
but willing to come out of darkneſs. Pa 

As happineſs is the ſole end of all our labours, ſo 
this divine revelation aims at nothing elſe. 

It gives us right and ſatisfactory notions of our- 
"Tg of our true good and real evil; it thews us 
the true ſtate of our conditiog, both our vanity and 
excellence, our greatneſs and meanneſs, our felicity 


and miſery. . 


Before this, man was a mere riddle to himſelf, 
and his condition full of darkneſs and perplexity. 
A reſtleſs inhabitant of a miſerable diſordered world, 
walking in a vain ſhadow, and diſquieting himſelf 
in vain. 

But this light has diſperſed all the anxiety of his 
vain conjectures; it has brought him acquainted 
with God, and by adding heaven to earth, and eter- | 
nity to time, has opened ſuch a glorious view of 
things, as makes man even in his orolent condition, 
full of a peace of God which paſſech all under- 
ſtanding. 

This revelation acquaints us, that we have a ſpirit 
within us, that was created after the divine image, 
that this ſpirit is now in a fallen, corrupt condition, 
chat the body in which it is placed, is its grave, or 


ſepulchre, where it is enſlaved to fleſhly thoughts, 
dlinded 


* 
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blinded with falſe notions of good and evil, and 
dead to all taſte and reliſh of its true happineſs. = 
It teaches us, that the world in which we live, 1s 
alſo in a diſordered, irregular ſtate, and curſed for the 
fake of man; that it is no longer the paradiſe that 
God made it, but the remains of a drowned world, 
full of marks of God's diſpleaſure, and the ſin of its 
inhabitants. 
That it is a mere 3 a ſtate of Jackal 
a vale of miſery, where vice and madneſs, dreams 
and ſhadows, variouſly pleaſe, agitate, and torment 
the ſhort, miſerable lives of men. | 
Devils alſo, and evil ſpirits, have here their reſi- 
"dence, promoting the works of darkneſs, and wan- 
dering up and down, eli whom they may de- 
vour. | 
So that the condition of man in his natural ſtate, 
| ſeems to be, as if a perſon ſick of variety of diſeaſes, 
knowing neither his diſtempers, nor his cure, ſhould 
be encloſed in ſome place, where he could hear, or 
ſee, or feel, or taſte of nothing, but what tended to 
inflame his diſorders. 
Ps excellency therefore of the chriſtian religion 
appears in this, that it puts an end to thus ſtate of 
things, blots out all the ideas of worldly wiſdom, 
brings the world itſelf to aſhes,and creates all a-new. 
It calls man from an animal life and earthly converſa- 
tion, to be born again of the Holy Ghoſt, and be 
made a member of the kingdom of God, 
"M3 It 
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It cruſhes into nothing the concerns of this life, 
condemns it as a ſtate of vanity and darkneſs, and 
leads man to a happineſs with God in the realms of 


light. 
It propoſes the purification of our ſouls, the en- 


livening us with the Divine Spirit; it ſets before us 


new goods and evils, and forms us to a * par- 
ticipation of the divine nature. 
This is the one ſole end of chriſtianity, to lead us 


from all thoughts of reſt and repoſe here, to ſeparate 


us from the world and worldly tempers, to deliver 
us from the folly of our paſſions, the ſlavery of our 
own natures, the power of evil ſpirits, and unite us 
to God, the true fountain of all real good. Thus is 
the mighty change which chriſtianity aims at, to 


put us into a new ſtate, reform our whole natures, 


purify our ſouls, and make them the inhabitants of 
heavenly and immortal bodies. 
It does not leave us to grovel on in the deſires 


of the fleſh, to caſt about for worldly happineſs, and 


wander in darkneſs and exile from God, but pre- 
pares us for the true enjoyment of a divine life. 
The manner by which it changes this whole ſtate 
of things, and raiſes us to an union with God, is e- 
qually g great and wonderful. 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, ſaith our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, uo man cometh unto the Father but by me. 
As all things were at firſt created by the Son of 
God, and without him was not any thing made that 
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was made, ſo are all things again reſtored and re- 
deemed by the ſame Divine perſon. 

As nothing could come into being without him, 
ſo nothing can enter into a ſtate of happineſs or en- 
Joyment of God, but by him. 

The price and dignity of this redemption at once 


confounds the pride, and relieves the miſery of man. 


How fallen muſt he be from God, how diſordered 
and odious his nature, that ſhould need fo great a 
mediator to recommend his repentance/ And 
on the other hand, how full of comfort, that ſo high 
a method, ſo ſtupendous a means ſhould be taken, to 
reſtore him to a ſtate of peace and favour with God ! 
This is the true point of view in which every 
chriſtian is to behold himſelf. He is to overlook the 
poor projects of human life, and conſider himſelf as a 
creature through his natural corruption falling into a 
ſtate of endleſs miſery, but by the mercy of God re- 
deemed to a condition of everlaſting felicity. 


All the precepts and doctrines of the goſpel are 


founded on theſe two great truths, the deplorable 


corruption of human nature, and its new birth in 


Chriſt Jeſus. 
The one includes all the miſery, the other all the 


happineſs of man. | 

It is on theſe great doctrines, that the whole frame 
of chriſtianity is built, forbidding only ſuch things as 
faſten us to the diſorders of ſin, d commanding on- 
ly thoſe duties which lead us into the liberty and 
freedom of the ſons of God. 3 1 he 
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The corruption of our nature makes mortifica- 


tion, ſelf-denial, and the death of our bodies neceſ- 


fary. Becauſe human nature muſt be thus unmade, 
fleſh and blood muſt be thus changed, before it can 


enter into the kingdom of heaven, 


Our new birth makes the reception of God's 
Spirit, and the participation of the holy ſacrament 
neceſfary; to form us to that life to which the reſur- 
rection 8 * Chriſt has entitled us. 


So that would we think, and act, and live like 5 


chriſtians, we muſt act ſuitably to theſe terms of our 
condition, fearing and avoiding all the motions of 
our corrupted nature, cheriſhing the ſecret inſpira- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, opening our minds for the 
reception of the divine light, and preſſing after all 
the graces and perfections of our new birth. 


We muſt behave ourſelves conformably to this 


double capacity, we muſt fear, and watch, and pray, 


like men that are always in danger of eternal death, 


and we muſt believe and hope, labour and aſpire, 


like chriſtians, that are called to fight the good hight 
of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. 

This knowledge of ourſelves, makes human life a 
ſtate of infinite importance, placed upon ſo dreadful 
a Point betwixt two ſuch eternities, 


Well mighg our bleſſed Saviour ſay to one, that 


begged firſt to go and bury his father, F. ollow me, and 
let Me dead bury their dead. c 
For 


ſubject to the knowledge of our ſenſes, 
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For what is all the buſtle and hurry of the world, 
but dead ſhew, and its greateſt agents, but dead men, 


when compared with that ſtate of greatneſs, that real 


life, to which the followers of Chriſt are redeemed? 
| Had we been made only for this world, worldly 


wiſdom had been our higheſt wiſdom; but ſeeing 
chriſtianity has redeemed us to a contrary ſtate, 


fince all its goods are in oppoſition to this life, 
worldly wiſdom is now our greateſt fooliſhneſs, 
It is now our only wiſdom to underſtand our new 


tate aright, to let its goods and evils take poſſeſſion 
of our hearts, and conduct ourſelves by the princi- N 


ples of our redemption. 

The nature and terms of our chriſtian calling is | 
of that concern, as to deſerve all our thoughts, and 
is indeed only to be perceived by great ſeriouſneſs 
and attention of mind. 


The chriſtian ſtate is an inviſible life in the Spirit 


of God, ſupported not by ſenſible goods, but the 


ſpiritual graces of faith and hope; ſo that the natu- 


ral man, eſpecially while buſied in earthly cares and 
enjoyments, eaſily forgets that great and heavenly 


condition in which religion places him. 


The changes which chriſtianity maketh in ; the 


| preſent ſtate of things, are all inviſible; its goods 
and evils, its dignities and advantages, which are the 


only true ſtandards of all our actions, and are not 


* 
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In Ged we live, an move, and have our being, but 
how unſeen, how unfelt is all this! 

Chriſt is the Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the 
world, the true light, that lighteth every man that 
corneth into the world. He is the Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end of all things. The whole 
creation ſubſiſts in him and by him; nothing is in 
any order, nor any perſon in any favour with God 
but by this great mediator. But how inviſible, how 
unknown to all our ſenſes, is this ſtate of things! 

The apoſtle tells us, that we chriſtians are come 
unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God; to 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company 
ef angels, and to the general aſſembly of l he firſt-born, 
<which are written in heaven, and to God the judge of 
all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and to 
Feſus the mediator of the new covenant, &c. (a) 

But our ſenſes ſee or feel nothing of this ſtate of 
glory, they only ſhew us a ſociety amongſt vain and 


- worldly men, labouring and contending for the poor 


» 
enjoyments of a vain 44 3 


We are temples of the Holy Ghoſt, conſecrat- 
ed to God, members of Chriſt's myſtical body, of 
his fleſh and of his bones, receiving life, ſpirit, and 


motion from him our head. 


But our ſenſes ſee no farther than our parents and 
kindred according to the fleſh, and fix our hearts to 


earthly kiendfhips and relations. * 


Religion 
(a) Heb. XU, 22. 
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Religion turns our whole life into a ſacrifice to 
God, a ſtate of probation, from whence we muſt 
all appear vefore the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, &c. ( 
But our ſenſes, the maxims of this life, and the 
ſpirit of the world, teach quite another turn of mind; 
to enjoy the good things of life as our portion, to 
ſeek after riches and honours, and to dread nothing 


ſo much as poverty, diſgrace, and perſecution. 
Well may this life be deemed a ſtate of darkneſs, 


ſince it thus clouds and covers all the true appearances + 


of things, and keeps our minds inſenſible, and unaf- | 
fected with matters of ſuch infinite moment. | 

We muſt obſerve, that in ſcripture chriſtianity is 
conſtantly repreſented to us, as a redemption from 
the ſlavery and corruption of our nature, and a raiſ- 
ing us to a nearer enjoyment of the divine glory. 

It knows of no miſery, but the death and miſery 
which ſin has made, nor of any happineſs, but the 
gifts and graces of the Holy Ghoſt, which form us to 
a greater likeneſs of God. 

Thus faith the apoſtle, Feſus Chriſt gave 1c bimſalf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity. (c) 

He was manifeſted to take away our ſins. (d) 

Who gave himſelf for our fins, that he might deliver 
as from this evil world. 

The ſame ſcriptures teach us, that as we are re- 


deemed from this ſtate of ſin, ſo we are raiſed to a 
| | h : new 


(b) 2 Cor. v. 9. (e. Tit. ü. 13. (4) 1 Joh. iii. v. 


„ The Nature and Deſign 


new life in Chriſt, to a participation of the divine na- 
ture, and a fellowſhip with him in glory. 

Thus our bleſſed Saviour prayeth for all his fol- 
lowers, that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee; th val they alſo may be one in us. 
Aud the glory which thou gaveſt me, I have given them, 
bat they may be one, even as we are one. I in them 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one. e) 
H appy he that hath ears to hear, and a heart to 


feel the majeſty and glory of this deſcription of our 
new life in Chriſt! 
For ſurely could we underſtand what our Saviour 
conceived, when he ſent up this prayer to God, our 
| hearts would be always praying, and our ſouls ever 
aſpiring after this ſtate of Perfection, chis union wich 
Chriſt in God. „ 
To proceed; In my Fatber's houſe, faith Chriſt, are 
many manſions. Igo to prepare a place for you, that. 


where I am, there ye may be alſo. ( 
The apoſtle tells us, that as e have borne the 


image of the earthly, we ſhall alſo bear the image of the 
heavenly. fg) 
And that when Chriſt, who is our life, ſhall appear, 


then jhall we alſo appear with him in glory. (h 
| loved, ſaith St. Fobn,now-we are the ſons of God, 


and it doth not yet appear, what we ſhall be; but we 
know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him ; 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is. (i) I 


{e) Joh. xvii. 21 / Joh. xiv. 23. (g) 1 Cor. xv, 
] Col iii. 4. (i.) 1 Joh, ii. 2. | 
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I cannot leave this paſſage, without adding the a- 
poſtle's concluſion to it: Aud every man that hath 
this hope in him, purifieth himfelf, even as he is pure. 

Which teaches this leſſon, that no man, what- 
ever he may think of his chriſtian improvement, 
can be ſaid to have this hope in him, unleſs he ſnews 
it by ſuch a purification of himſelt, as may reſemble 
the purity of Chriſt. But to return. 

St. Paul thus breaks forth into the praiſes of God; 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heaven- 
ly places in Chriſt. (k) And again, God who is rich 
in mercy; for his great love herewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in ſins, hath” quickened us together 
with Chriſt; and he hath raiſed us up together, and made 
us ſit together in heavenly places in Chriſt Feſus. (I) 

Theſe paſſages teach us, that chriſtianity introdu- 
. _ ceth us into a new ſtate, made up of inviſible goods, 

and ſpiritual bleſſings, that it ſo alters our condition, 

as to give us a new rank and degree even in this life; 
which the apoſtle expreſſes by Ag us /it q_ 
in heavenly places. 
So that though we are ſtill in the fleſh, yet, as the 
apoſtle faith, need we know no man after the fleſn; 
though we are ſtill inhabitants of this vale of miſery, 
yet are we ranked and placed in a certain order a- 
mongſt heavenly beings in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Would 
(4) Epheſ. i. 3. (1) Epheſ. ü. 4. 5. 
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Would we therefore know our true rank and con- 
dition, and what place we belong to, in the order of 
beings, we muſt ſearch after a life that is hid with 
Chriſt in God. We muſt conſider ourſelves as parts 
of Chriſt's myſtical body, and as members of a 
kingdom of heaven. In vain do we conſider the 
beauty and ſtrength of our bodies, our alliances with 
men, the privileges of birth, and the diſtinctions of 
this world, for theſe things no more conſtitute the 
ſtate of human life, than rich coffins or beautiful mo- 

numents, conſtitute the ſtate of the dead. 

We juſtly pity the laſt pobr efforts of human 
- greatneſs, when we ſee a breathleſs carcaſs lying in 
ſtate. It appears tg, us to be ſo far from any real 
honour, that it rather looks like ridiculing the miſe- 
ry of our nature. But were religion to form our 
judgment, the life of a proud, voluptuous and ſenſual 
man, tho' ſhining in all the ſplendor of the world, 
would give us no higher an idea of human dignity, 
than that of a poor corpſe laid in ſtate. 


For a ſinner, when glorying in the luſt of the fleſh, 7 : 


the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of "Ii ife, ſhews us a 
more ſhocking fight of miſery ridiculed, than any * 
pageantry that can expoſe the dead. ; 
We have an apoſtle's authority to ſay, that he who 
livetb in pleaſure is dead while he liveth. g 
This ſhews us, that when we enquire what our 
life is, or wherein it con fiſts, we muſt think of ſome- 
thing higher than the vigor of our blood, the gaiety 
| of 
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of our ſpirits, or the en joymentibf ſenſible pleaſures; 


ſince theſe, though the allowed ſigns of living men, 


are often W proofs of 8 chriſtians. 

When therefore we would truly know what our 
life, our ſtate, our dignity, our good, or our evil is, 

we mult look at nothing that is temporal, worldly, 
or ſenſible. We may as well dig in the earth for 
wiſdom, as look at fleſh and blood, to ſee what we 
are, or at worldly enjoyments, to find what we want, 
or at temporal evils, to ſee what we have to fear. 
f Our bleſſed Saviour put an abſolute end to all en- 
Aquiries of this kind, when he ſaid, be not afraid of 
them, that kill the body, and after that have : no more 
that they can do. (a) 

Here our bodies and all bodily enjoyments are at 
one daſh ſtruck out of the account of happineſs, and 
the preſent ſtate of things made fo very low, and in- 

ie, that he who can only deprive us of them, 
has not power enough to deſerve our fear. 

We muſt cherefore, if we would conceive our true 
ſtate, our real good and evil, look farther than the' 


dim eyes of fleſh can carry our views, we muſt, with 


the eyes of faith, penetrate into the inviſible world, 
the world of ſpirits, and conſider our order and con- 
dition amongſt them, a world which (as St. Jahn 
ſpeaks) has no need of the ſun, neither of the moon, to 
ſhine in it, for the glory of God doth li obten it, and the 
light of the Lamb. For it is there, amongſt eternal 

| beings, 


s ” (a) Luke, xii. 4. 
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beings, that we muſÞtake an eternal fellowſhip, or fall 
into a kingdom of darkneſs and everlaſting miſery. 

Chriſtianity is ſo divine in its nature, ſo noble in 
its ends, ſo extenſive in its views, that it has no leſs 
ſubjects than theſe, to entertain our thoughts. 

It buries our bodies, burns the preſent world, tri- | 

umphs over death, by a general reſurrection, and 
opens all into an eternal Rate. 

It never conſiders us in any other reſpect, than as 
fallen ſpirits; it diſregards the. diſtinctions of human 
ſociety, and propoſes nothing to our fears, but eter- 
nal miſery, nor any thing to our hopes, but an end 
leſs enjoyment of the divine nature. . 

This is the great and important condition in 
which chriſtianity has placed us; above our bodies, 
above the world, above death, to be preſent at the 
diſſolution of all things, to ſee the earth in flame 
and the heavens * up like a ſcrowl, to ſtand at 


the general reſurrection, to appear at the univerſal 
judgment, and to live forever, when all that our eyes 


have ſeen, is paſſed away and gone. 
Take upon thee, Ha e a ſpirit and temper "WM, 
ſuitable to this greatneſs of thy condition; remem- 
ber that thou art an eternal ſpirit, that thou art for a 
E | % months and years in a ſtate of fleſh and blood, 
f 5 only to try whether thou ſhalt be forever happy with 
God, or fall into everlaſting miſery with the devil. 
Thou wilt often hear of other concerns, and other 


greatneſs i in this world; thou wilt ſes every order of 
c Men, 
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men, every family, every perſon. purſuing ſome fan- 
cied happineſs of his own, as if the world had not on- 
ly happineſs, but a particular kind of happineſs for all 
its inhabitants. 76: | 

But when thou ſeeſt this ſtate of human life, fancy 
that thou ſaweſt all the world aſleep, the prince no 
longer a prince, the beggar no longer begging, but 
every man ſleeping out of his proper ſtate, ſome hap- 


py, others tormented, and all changing their condi- 


tion as faſt as. one fooliſh dream could ſucceed a- 


nomer: 
When thou haſt fn this, thou haſt ſeen all that 


the world awake can do for thee; if thou wilt, thou 


mayſt go to ſleep for a while, thou mayſt lie down 
and dream; for, be as happy as the world can make 
thee, all is but ſleeping and dreaming, and what is 
ſtill worſe, it is like ſleeping in a ſhip when thou 
ſhouldſt be pumping out the water; or dreaming 
thou art a prince, when thou ſhouldſt be redeeming 
thyſelf from ſlavery. 

Nov this is no imaginary flight of a mckacdivle 
fancy, that too much exceeds the nature of things, 


but a ſober reflection juſtly ſuited to the vanity of 


worldly enjoyments. 
For if the doctrines of chriſtianity are true, if thou 
art that creature, that fallen ſpirit, that immortal na- 


ture, which religion teaches us, if thou art to meet 


death, reſurrection, and judgment, as the forerunners 
of an eternal ſtate, what are all the little flaſhes of 
B 5 pleaſure 
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pleaſure, the changing appearances of worldly felici- 
ty, but ſo many ſorts of dreams? 

How canſt thou talk of the happineſs of ches, 
the advantages of fortune, the pleaſures of apparel, 
of ſtate, and equipage, without being in a dream? 
ls the beggar aſleep, when he fancies he is build- 
ing himſelf fine houſes? Is the priſoner in a dream, 
when he imagines himſelf in open fields, and fine 


_ groves? And canſt thou think, that thy immortal 


ſpirit is-awake, whilſt it is delighting itſelf in the 
ſhadows and bubbles of worldly happineſs? 
For if it be true, that man is upon his trial, if the 
trial is for eternity, if life is but a vapour, what is 
there that deſerves a ſerious thought, but how to get 
well out of the world, and make it a rg 3 
do our eternal ſtate? 

How can we prove that we are ni that our 
eyes are open, but by ſeeing; and feeling, and living 


according to theſe important circumſtances of our 


life ? | 
If a man ſhould endeavour to pleaſe thee, with 


fine deſcriptions of the riches, and pleaſures, and dig- 
nities, of the world in the moon, adding that its air 
is always ſerene, and its ſeaſons always pleaſant, 
wouldeſt thou not think it a ſufficient aufer, to ſay, 
Iam not to live there? 

When thy own falſe heart is endeavouring to 
pleaſe itſelf with worldly expectations, the joy of this 
or that way of life, is it not as good a reproof, to 


ay to wy I am not to ſtay here? 5 


of. Chriſtianity. _ 19 


For where is the difference betwixt an earthly hap- 
pineſs, from which thou art to be ſeparated forever, 
and a happineſs in the moon, to which thou art ne- 
ver to go? Thou art to be forever ſeparated from 
the earth, thou art to be eternal, when the itſelf 
is loſt, is it not therefore the ſame vanity to project 
for happineſs on earth, as to propoſe a happineſs in 
the moon? For as thou art never to go to the one, 
ſo thou art to be eternally ſeparated from the other. 


Indeed the littleneſs and inſignificancy of the 
boaſted honours of human life, appears ſufficiently 


from the things themſelves, without n 
them to the ſubjects of religion. 


For ſee what they are in themſelves. 


Ahaſuerus, that great prince of the eaſtern world, 
puts a queſtion to Haman, his chief miniſter of 
ſtate, and aſks him, I bat ſball be done unto the man, 
whom the king delighteth to honour * (4) 

Haman imagining that he was the perſon whom 
the king had in his thoughts,anſwered in theſe words: 
RT”: the royal apparel be brought which the king 

ufeth to wear, and the borſe that the king rideth upon, 
and the crown royal which is ſet upon his head; and 
let this apparel and horſe be delivered to the hand of one 
of the king's moſt noble princes, that they may array the 
man withal, whom the king delighteth to honour, and 
ng bim on Horſeback through the e 7 the city, and 
232 pProclaim 
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proclaim before him, Thus fhall it be done to the man 
whom the: king delighteth to honour ! 

Here you ſee the ſum total of worldly honours. 

An ambitious Haman cannot think of any thing 
greater to aſk; Ahaſuerus, the greateſt monarch in 
the world, has nothing greater to give to his greateſt 
favourite; powerful as he 1s, he can 25 give ſuch 
honours as theſe. _ 

Vet it is to be obſerved, that if a poor 8 
to pleaſe her child, ſhe muſt talk to it in the ame 
language, ſhe muſt pleaſe it with the ſame fine 
things, and gratify 1 its "He Wh honours of the an 
kind. 850 0 . 

Yet theſe are ther mighty: ling for which men for- 
get God, forget their r immortality,forget the difference 

betwixt an eternity in heaven, and an eternity in hell, 

2 There needs no > great t underſtanding, no mighty 
depth of thought, to ſee through the vanity of all 
worldly enjoyments; do but talk of them, and you 
will be forced to talk of n of ribbons, and | 
feathers. | 0 £m 

Every man ſees: N 4 ict eſs of all "ME of honours, | 
but thoſe which he is king after himſell. 

A private Enghſh gentleman, that i is half diſtracted 
till he has got ſome little diſtinction, does at the fame 
time deſpiſe the higheſt honours of other countries, 
and would not leave His own condition, to poſſeſs 
the ridiculous greatneſs of an Indian king. He ſees 


the vanity and falſencls of thei honours, but forgets 
that 


o Grifieny, | T 


that all honour placed in external things, is equally - 


vain and falſe. 1 

He does not conſider, that the difference of great- 
neſs is only the difference of flowers and feathers; 
and that they who are dreſſing themſelves with beads, 
have as juſt a taſte of what adorns their perſons, as 
they who place the ſame pride in diamonds. 


When we read of an eaſtern prince, that is too 


great to feed himſelf, and thinks it a piece of gran- 
deur to have other people put his meat into his 
mouth, we deſpiſe the folly of his pride. 

But might we not as well deſpiſe the folly of their 
pride, who are aſhamed to uſe their legs, and think 
it adds to their ſtate, to be removed from one place 
to another by other people. 2 

For he that thinks it ſtately to be carried, and 
mean to walk on foot, has as true notions of great- 
neſs, as he who is too 1 to put his meat into 
his own mouth. 

Again, it is the manner of ſome countries in the 
burial of their dead, to put a ſtaff, and ſhoes, and 
money, in the ſepulchre along with the corpſe. 

We juſtly cenſure the folly and ignorance of ſuch 
a poor contrivance to aſſiſt the dead; but if we did 
but as truly underſtand what life is, we ſhould ſee as 
much to ridicule in the n contrivances to aſſiſt 

the living. 


For how many things in life as pebple ls 4 af- 


ter, break their reſt and — to get, which yet when 
Sotten 
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gotten, are of as much real uſe to them, as a ſtaff and 

ſhoes to a corpſe under ground? They are always 
adding ſomething to their life, which is only like 
adding another pair of ſhoes to a body in the grave. 

Thou mayeſt hire more ſervants, new paint thy 
rooms, make more fine beds, eat out of plate, and 
put on richer apparel, and theſe will help thee to be 
happy, as golden ftaves, or 1 W will help 
a dead man to walk. 

See here therefore the true nature of all wo Wal 
ſhew and figure, it will make us as great as thoſe are, 
who are dreaming that they are kings, as rich as thoſe 
who fancy that they have eſtates in the moon, and 
as happy as thoſe, who are buried with ſtaves in 
their hands. 8 

Now this is not carrying matters too high, or im- 
pofing upon ourſelves with any ſubtilties a reaſon- 
ing, or ſound of words; for the value of worldly 
riches and honours can no more be too much leſſen- 
ed, than the riches and greatneſs of the other life 
can be too much exalted. We don't cheat our- 
ſelves. out of any real happineſs, by looking upon all 
worldly honours as bubbles, any more than we cheat 
ourſelves by ſecuring honours that are ſolid _ 
eternal. 

I 'Thereis no more a loſt tby not being g gent 
and rich, as thoſe are amongſt whom we live, than 
by not being dreſſed and adorned as * are, who 


ve in 1 or Japan. 
| T hou 


Thou art no happier for having painted cielings 
and marble walls in thy houſe, than if the ſame finery 
was in thy ſtables; if thou eateſt upon plate, it 
maketh thee juſt as HAPPY, as if thy horſes wore 
filver ſnoes. 

To diſregard gold, 5 Fe equipage, is no 
more running away from any real good, than if we 
only deſpiſed a feather or a garland of flowers. 

So that he who condemns all the external ſhew 
and ſtate of life as equally vain, is no more deceived, 
or Carried to too high a contempt for the things of 
this life, than he that only condemns the vanity of 
the vaineſt things. 

You don't think yourſelf pad upon, or talked 
out of any real happineſs, when you are perſuaded 
not to be as vain and ambitious as Alexander. 

And can you think that you are impoſed upon, or 
drawn from any real good, by being perſuaded to 
be as meek and lowly as the holy Jeſus? 
| There is as much ſober judgment, as ſound ſenſe 

in conforming to the fulneſs of Chriſt's humility, as 

in avoiding the height and extravagance of Alexan- 
der's vanity. | | 
Don't therefore think to compound matters, or 
that it is enough to avoid the vanity of the vaineſt 
men. There is as much folly in ſeeking little as 
great honours; as great a miſtake in needleſs ex- 
pence upon thyſelf, as upon any thing elſe. Thou 


aus. not only be leſs vain and ambitious than an 
Alexander 
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Alexander, but practiſe the humility of the bleſſed 
Jeſus. 

If thou remembereſt that the whole race of man- 
kind are a race of fallen ſpirits, that paſs through 


this world as an arrow paſſes tarough the air, thou 


wilt ſoon perceive, that all things here are equally 
great and equally little, and that there is no wiſdom 
or happineſs, but in getting away to the beſt advan- 
cage. 


If thou remembereſt that this life is but a vapor, 


that thou art in the body, only to be holy, humble, 


and heavenly-minded, that thou ſtandeſt upon the 
brinks of death, reſurrection, and judgment, and that 
theſe great things will ſuddenly corne upon thee, like 
a thief in the night, thou wilt ſee a vanity in all the 
gifts of fortune, greater than any words can expreſs. 

Do but therefore know thyſelf, as religion has 
made thee known, do but ee thyſelf in the light 
which Chriſt has brought into the world, and then 
thou wilt ſee that nothing concerns thee, but what 


concerns an everlaſting ſpirit that is going to God; 


and that there are no enjoyments here that are worth 


2 thought, but ſuch as may make thee more perfect 


in thoſe holy tempers which will carry thee to heaven. 


THE END. 
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